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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

Morvared "Mora" Namdarkhan, Esq. Mnu. o h on« 
5907 Park Larre NOV 2 S 2015 
Dallas, TX 75225 

RE: MUR6810 

Dear Ms. Namdarkhan: 

On April 29,2014, the Federal Election Commission notified your clients, Michael 
Jeffrey Turner, and Mike Turner for Congress and Kyle Walton Denham in his official capacity 
as treasurer ("the Committee"), of a complaint alleging violations of the Federal Election 

2 Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. OnNovember 20, 2015, based upon the information 
contained in the complaint, and information provided by your clients, the Commission decided to 
dismiss the allegation that Michael Jeffrey Turner and the Committee violated 52 U.S.C. 
§ 30103(a), and that the Committee violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a). Accordingly, the 
Commission closed its file in this matter on November 20, 2015. 

Documents related to the case will be placed on the public record within 30 days. See 
Statement of Policy Regarding Disclosure of Closed Enforcement and Related Files, 
68 Fed. Reg. 70,426 (Dec. 18, 2003) and Statement of Policy Regarding Placing First General 
Counsel's Reports on the Public Record, 74 Fed. Reg. 66,132 (Dec. 14, 2009). The Factual and 
Legal Analysis, which explains the Commission's findings, is enclosed for your information. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 694-1650. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel A. P^las 
Mtmg General iGJounsel 

'4/ y 

BY: Jers. Jordan [/ 
Assistant General Counsel 
Complaints Examination and 

Legal Administration 

Enclosure 
Factual and Legal Analysis 
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FRDF.RAL ELFCTION COMMISSION 

1 FACTUAL AND LKGAI. ANALVSIS 
2 
J RLSPONIDKNTS: Michael JclTrcy Turner MUR68I0 
4 VIike Turner lor Conyrcss 
5 and K\ ic Walton Dcnhani as I reasurcr 
6 
7 I. INTRODUCTION 
8 
9 This mailer was ucncraicd by a complaint filed by Chad I.ce Choat on April 23. 2014. 

10 allcyini; violations of the Federal Election Campaign .Act of 1971. as amended (the "Act") and 

1 1 Commission regulations by Michael .lefiVcy Turner and Mike Turner Tor Congress and Kyle 

12 Walton Dcnham in his olTicial capacity as treasurer. It was scored as a relatively low-rated 

13 matter under the Enforcement I'rioriij' System, a system by which the Commission uses formal 

q 
scoring criteria as a basis to allocate its resources and decide which matters to pursue. 

15 II. FACTUAL AND LF,GAL .ANALYSIS 

16 .A. Factual Background 

17 The Complainant in this matter. Chad I.ce Choat. alleges that Michael .lelTrey Turner' 

18 and his authorized committee. Mike Turner for Congress and Kyle Walton Dcnham in his 

19 official capacity as treasurer (the "Committee"), failed to timely file a Statement of Organization 

20 and failed to file a 2014 April Quarterly Report. Compi. at 1. The Complaint states that Turner 

21 became a candidate on March 6. 2014. when he offieially announced his candidacy in a press 

22 release carried bv the media and posted on his website, and that "Turner subsequently filed his 

23 Statement of Candidacy with the Commission on March 13. 2014. The Complaint alleges that 

24 the Committee did not file a Statement of Organization until April 15. 2014. which resulted in 

' Michael JcfTrcy Turner was a candidate Tor Oklaiionia's .>th Congressional District in the 2014 Republican 
priinar\ election. Tumor lost the June 24. 2014 primary election. 
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1 "more ihan 1 Vi momhs where there was no public disclosure " eoneerninu the Committee or its 

2 olltccrs. Id In addition, the Complaint alleges that the Statement of Organization "appeared to 

3 be backdated to March 7, 201•4." Id. 

4 i hc Complainant also alleges that the Committee Tailed to file its 2014 April Quarterly 

5 Report. Id. at 1-2. The Complaint cites news accounts that indicate the Committee raised at 

6 least S500.000 and spent appro.ximately SI 70.000 during the lime period at issue." and alleges 

7 that the Committee did not Hie any disclosure reports supporting this activity. Id. "I he 

•I 8 Complaint contends that the failure of the Committee to timelv register with the Commission and 
S 

'7 its lailurc to file disclosure reports resulted in campaign activity being withheld from the public. 

9 10 Id 
I 

11 In response, the Committee acknowledges that its Statement of Organization was not 

12 timely filed, but claims that it wets the result of clerical error, and that the Committee took 

13 immediate action to rectify the error as soon as it was discovered. Resp. at 1. 'The Committee 

14 c.xplains that, "Due to a clerical error, the FEC Form 1 Statement of Organization was 

15 cnoneously not mailed. The Form I was not backdated as alleged in the complaint. As soon as 

16 this clerical error was noticed, we immediately filed the Form 1 on April 15"' 2014."' Id. 

17 "I hc Response also contends that the Committee attempted to file its 2014 April Quarterly 

18 Report by submitting a paper eop.v that was dated and mailed to the Commission on April 15. 

According to the Committee's 2014 Amended April Quarterly Report, it had raised S253.400 and e.xpendcd 
SI85.388 during the rcponing period. Committee s 2014 Amended April Quarterly Report at 2. filed June 21. 
2014. 

"I he FEC Envelope Replacement Page for Incoming Documents notes that the document was Tland 
Delivered" on April 15, 2014. See Statement of Organization, tiled Apr. 15, 2014. 



i 

Dismissal and Case Closure - MCK 6810 
raciiial and l.ogal Analysis 
Mil-had JdTrey Turner. iV «/. 
I'aiic 3 i)f-J 

1 2014. .vc'c id. at .A.iiaeh. 6. Matthew 13. l-'lies. I'sq. .Aft". (June 3. 2014). The Committee elaims 

2 thill it \sa.s not iibic to file an electronic \ crsion of" the 2014 .April Quarierly Report, until it 

3 received an email notification from the Commission acknowledging receipt of its Statement of 

4 Organi/iUion and assigning the Committee an identification number and pa.ssvvord. Id. at 1: .vet' 

5 ai.so id. at Attach. 4. limail from I'F.C to Mike "furner (Apr. 22. 2014); Attach. 5, Email from 

6 i"l-C to .Vlike "1 Timer (Apr. 21. 2014)."' id. 

1 B. Legal Analysis 

8 I he Act provides that a candidate for federal offiee •shall designate in writing a political 

9 committee ... to serv e a.s the principal campaign committee of such candidate"' and states that 

10 "Isluch designation shall be made no later than 15 days after heeoming a candidate."' 52 U.S.C. 

11 vj 30102(e){ I). The Act further slates that a candidate's authorized campaign commillec "shall 

12 file a statement of organization no later than 10 days after designation pursuant to 52 U.S.C. 

13 § 30102(e)(l)."" 52 U.S.C. § 30103(a). .Additionally, the authori-/.cd committee ofa candidate is 

14 required to file disclosure reports, wliieh include all receipts and disbursements, on a quarterlv-

15 basis "no later than the 15'*' day after the last day of each calendar quarter," in addition to pre-

16 election reports and post-general election reports, in any calendar \ car during which tlicrc is a 

17 regularly scheduled election. 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a)(l )-(2). 

18 The available information indicates that the Committee failed to timely file its Statement 

19 of Organization pursuant to 52 U.S.C. § 30103(a). "fhe Committee also appears to have failed to 

* The paper copy of the 2014 .^pril Qiianerly Kcpon i.s listed in the KfC disclosure database as 
••Miscetltineous Report to l-KC." with a receipt date of April 24.2014. .Vce .Miscellaneous Report to the l-fC. filed 
Apr. 24. 2015. The FfC Envelope Roplaccnieni I'agc for Incoining Documents notes that the document amved by 
"t.-SPS l-irsi Class .Mail " and was postmarked April 15. 2014. hi. Ttic electronic version ol'lhe 2014 April 
Quancrly Report was received by the Commission on April 22. 2014. ."ii'i- 2014 April Quarterly Report, filed Apr. 
22.2014. ! • • > 
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1 limely I'llc its 2014 April Qiiaricriy Report as required by 52 U.S.C. 50]04(a)(l)-(2). 

2 However, the Committee claims that the failure to llle the Statement of Oryani/ation was due to 

3 a clerical error and that it made an effort to correct the error as soon as it was discovered. 

4 Additionally, it appears the Committee made an effort to timely file its 2014 April Quarterly 

5 Report by mailiny it to the Conimi.ssion by regular first Class Mail on April 15. 2014.' fhc 

6 Committee promptly liled its report electronically upon rcccivine its committee identification 

7 number and passxsord. 

8 For these reasons, the Commission exercises its prosecutorial discretion, pursuant to 

9 Hixklt'r r. Chancy. 470 L'.S. 82! (1985). and dismisses the allegations that Michael Jeffrey 

10 l urncr and Mike Turner ior Congress and Kyle Walton Dcnham in his official capacitj" as 

11 treasurer violated the .Act and Commission regulations. 

' Mad the Coiiimittcc selected a form of inail service with delivery confirniaiion instead of regular first Class 
.Villi!, its filing would have been deemed timel\ . .Sir 52 U.S.C. 5 jOI04(aX5). In this instance, the Committee 
indicated it was prevented from electronically filing its 2014 April Quarterly Report because it had not first obtained 
a committee identification number and password. 


